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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR MPOL CH VN PG 

SUBJECT: PLA NAVY EMPHASIZES NEED FOR BUILDUP 

1 . ON MARCH 14 NCNA GAVE UNUSUAL PROMINENCE TO THE ROLE 
OF THE PLA NAVY AND ITS EFFORTS TO REALIZE THE "DESIRE 

TO LIBERATE TAIWAN AND RECOVER THE NAN SHA (SPRATLY) 

AND OTHER ISLANDS", THE ARTICLE, PUBLISHED IN HONG 
KONG'S "WEN WEI PAO", ALSO CALLED FOR SEAPOWER TO 
RESIST THE "SUPERPOWERS" GUNBOAT DIPLOMACY' AND MARITIME 
HEGEMONY" AS WELL AS THE SOVIET'S CONTINUING DESIRE 
TO SUBJUGATE CHINA. THE ARTICLE, CITES MAO'S 1963 DICTUM 
ON NAVY BUILDING AND REFERES TO A MAY 1975 MAO DIRECTIVE 
ON STRENGTHENING THE NAVY, WHICH CAME IMMEDIATELY 
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AFTER THE SRV SEIZURE OF THE NAN SHAS AND MAY HAVE 
REFLECTED MAO’S CONCERN OVER THE NAVY'S CAPABILITIES 
TO DEFEND CHINESE HELD AND CLAIMED ISLANDS. 

2. THE "GANG OF FOUR" IS ACCUSED OF THE CRIME OF 
GOING AGAINST MAO S DIRECTIVES BY ADVOCATING ONLY 
AN "ESCORT” OR " RESERVE" NAVAL FORCE. CHANG CHUN- 
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CHIAO IS ALLEGED TO HAVE ARGUED THAT AS A CONTINENTAL 
POWER, CHINA DIDN'T NEED A LARGE NAVY SINCE ROCKETS 
AND MISSILES WERE WELL DEVELOPED AND ANY AREA COULD 
BE HIT FROM LAND BASED MISSILES. THE ARTICLE 
CONCLUDES THAT WITH THE OVERTHROW OF CHANG AND THE 
REST OF THE "GANG OF FOUR ", THERE IS BETTER HOPE OF 
BUILDING A STRONG NAVY TO PROTECT CHINA'S LONG 
COASTLINE. 

3. THE ARTICLE COMES AT THE TIME SRV DEFENSE 
MINISTER GENERAL GIAP IS LEADING A MILITARY DELEGATION 
TO MOSCOE AND MAY WELL BE DIRECTED IN PART AT HANOI 
AS ANOTHER OF CHINA'S PERIODIC REMINDERS THAT IT 
CONSIDERS ALL THE SOUTH CHINA SEA ISLANDS TO BE PRC 
TERRITORY. THIS IS THE FIRST TIME TO OUR KNOWLEDGE 
THAT THE TERM "RECOVER” (SHOU FU) HAS BEEN USED. 

THIS GOES BEYONG EARLIER FORMULATIONS SIMPLY CLAIMING 
THE ISLANDS OR SAYING "ALL ISLANDS BELONGING TO 
CHINA WILL CERTAINLY RETURN TO THE EMBRACE OF THE 
MOTHERLAND". (NCNA NOVEMBER 28, 1975). 

4. THE ARTICLE CAN ALSO BE SEEN AS A PITCH 
DOMESTICALLY BY THE NAVY FOR A GRETATER SLINCE OF THE 
MILITARY BUDGET. THE REFERENCE TO LAND BASES 
MISSILES MAY INDICATE AN INTREST IN ONTAINING A 
NAVAL MISSILE CAPABILITY. IT IS UNLIKELY, HOWEVER, 

THAT THE RATE OF NAVY BUILDUP WILL SIGNIFICANTLY 
ACCELERATE OVER THAT OF PAST YEARS. WHILE THE 
DISAGREEMENTS WITHIN THE LEADERSHIP ON THE SIZE AND 
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ROLE OF THE NAVY WERE BLAMED ON THE "GANG OF FOUR" , 
DEBATES OBVIOUSLY CONTINUE OVER THE ALLOCATIONS OF 
CHINA'S LIMITED DEFENSE RESOURCES. 

CROSS 
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